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This bulletin board is a great idea from St. Michael’s Out of School Care on how to 

welcome children to your school age program and make them feel valued.   
 

How does your program welcome children?   

One of the best ways to welcome school agers is to involve them in decision making.  

This can involve giving choices between activities or snacks or even asking for  

their feedback on the program (including  toy and equipment purchases). 



 
 

When asked, “What is it about your work that keeps you going?” early learning and child care 

educators often respond with a sentiment that goes something like, “It’s the love I have…”, 

“It’s the caring that I feel…”, “It’s the joy I experience each day as I work with young children 

and their families.” Yet, your work as educators is more than love, caring and joy– it is work that 

is multifaceted, complex and dynamic.  Your role as co-learner, co-researcher, co-imaginer 

of possibilities calls for a playful and seeking spirit, a willingness to participate, persist and care, 

even when it is challenging.  As well, your role is made more dynamic through imagining, cre-

ating, and inventing possibilities. 

Educators work within a practice of relationships with children and families.  It is important to 

appreciate the significance of the relationship you enter into with both children themselves 

and their families.  You really are co-constructing knowledge with children and families.  That is 

why the roles above use the co– prefix. 

In this article, let’s look a little closer at what it 

means to be a co-learner:  As an educator, you 

guide, scaffold, nurture, model and facilitate chil-

dren’s learning and through this work you learn 

about what children know and how children 

make meaning of the world.  As you engage as a 

co-learner, children see that learning is valued for 

all community members. 

To be a co-learner, you must be playful!  You fol-

low the children’s lead and respond to children’s 

playful endeavours and ideas.  You also are seek-

ing and being curious about others and the 

world.    Asking questions, exploring with your 

senses, being curious and trying new and differ-

ent ways to do something are ways that you are 

a seeker.  You participate with children and fami-

lies and the broader community, inviting other points of view and other ways of being.  You 

demonstrate flexibility and responsiveness through careful listening and thoughtful observa-

tion.  You do this with both the children (as a model, observer, facilitator, or co-player) and 

when advocating for families (helping them access services they may need).  You are persis-

tent when pursuing an idea and/or looking for solutions to problems.  Trying a new approach, 

gathering more information, and learning from others are ways that you can co-create solu-

tions to problems and concerns.  Lastly, you demonstrate care and concern for others.  To 

care is to act ethically in decision-making and in relationships. 

Coming Soon… Your  Role as Co-Researcher and Co-Imaginer of Possibilities.  Many of the ideas in this arti-

cle are quoted directly from: Makovichuk, L., Hewes, J., Lirette, P., & Thomas, N. (2014). Play, participation, and possi-

bilities: An early learning and child care curriculum framework for Alberta. Retrieved from 

www.childcareframework.com 
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