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In 2012, Alberta Human Services and Alberta Education co-sponsored MacEwan University and Mount Royal University as 

community partners to develop a “made in Alberta” early learning curriculum framework for Early Childhood Educators 

working in child care centers, day home agencies, and ECS with 

children 0-5 years of age.  MacEwan University was contracted to 

create the actual document and Mount Royal University was con-

tracted to conduct pilot projects to learn more about how the Cur-

riculum Framework could be implemented into practice in ELCC 

programs.  Currently, implementing the Early Childhood Curriculum 

Framework is a voluntary process. However, the Government of Al-

berta sees its value and has asked that all of the $25 a day Early 

Learning and Child Care Centres incorporate it into their program.  

We encourage our members to learn more about this framework 

and begin examining it closer with your staff and providers.  To this 

end, this article will serve as an introduction to the framework and 

we will feature other topics that touch on framework concepts 

 in our newsletter occasionally. 

 

Play, Participation and Possibilities: An Early Learning and Child Care Framework for 

Alberta is a guide for early childhood educators to use in their everyday work with 

young children and their families.  It builds on early learning and child care frame-

works that have been developed in other parts of Canada and around the world.  

An early learning and child care curriculum framework is different than a traditional 

curriculum.  We are not talking about specific outcomes for each subject area.  In-

stead, educators can use the goals in the framework to describe and interpret chil-

dren’s everyday experiences.  When educators notice children’s interest in exploring 

nature, people, places, and objects as well as print, stories, numbers, shapes, and 

patterns, and when they name the connections between these experiences and 

early literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, music, and art, they are co-

constructing early learning curriculum with young children and making the curricu-

lum visible to others.  

 

Early childhood curriculum is embedded in children’s daily experiences with their 

families and in local communities. These experiences inform the care routines, play, 

learning, and developmental experiences in early learning and child care programs. 

They are reflected in the curriculum decisions that early childhood educators are 

already making. These decisions inform their interactions with each child and family 

and are revealed in the selection of play and learning materials, design of the care, play, and learning space, and or-

ganization of daily routines.  The framework is inspired by a vision of strong, active, and energetic childhood communi-

ties—places of vitality—that welcome and invite the participation of children and their families. 
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The purpose of the curriculum framework is: 

To articulate a set of holistic play based goals for children’s learning and care 

To nurture children’s dispositions to learn 

To work with families, building and strengthening early childhood communities, in the care and 

learning of their children 

To engage educators as co-learners, co-researchers, and co-imaginers of possibilities with high 

regard for children’s potential 

What are the Guiding Principles of the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework? 

Children’s life-long health, well-being, learning and behaviour are strongly connected to their early    

       childhood experience.  

Childhoods differ depending on social, cultural and economic circumstances 

Children interact and learn in multiple learning communities and their learning is profoundly 

influenced by the relationships within and between these communities and, specifically, with 

respect to the relationship with the family.  

Children thrive when they are nurtured in close, consistent relationships, and their families benefit 

from these close caring relationships as well. 

Children are active co-constructors of knowledge through first-hand experiences and in reciprocal 

relationships with people and things in their environment. 

Children are unique learners who construct and represent knowledge using multimodal literacies 

for exploration and expression. 

Children are citizens and active participants in society.  

 

Coming soon… The Image of the Child: A Mighty Learner & Citizen.  Many of the ideas in this article 

are quoted directly from: Makovichuk, L., Hewes, J., Lirette, P., & Thomas, N. (2014). Play, participa-

tion, and possibilities: An early learning and child care curriculum framework for Alberta. Retrieved 

from www.childcareframework.com 

 

 
During the school day, Joy Sloan works as an Educational  

Assistant in a kindergarten classroom at IF Cox School.  At 3:00, she 

magically transforms into a childcare-worker-extraordinaire in the  

IF Cox Before & After School Program.  She can often be found at 

the arts and crafts table showing the children origami animals or 

the intricacies of cat’s cradle.  But she is most famous for her  

cooking lessons.  Twice a month, she offers lessons on snack  

preparation to any of the 60 children in the program.  She hauls in 

boxes of food stuff and sets 

up two tables with all of the 

equipment and ingredients 

needed.  Then, the children 

are invited to join her and prepare a snack.  After 

they have “cooked” and eaten, there are copies of 

the receipts to take home.  The children have 

made: Orange/milk smoothies, Boo-nanas & Scary 

Face Strawberries, Pancakes, Breakfast Parfaits, 

Reindeer Rice Krispie Treats, Christmas Kabobs,  

Love Potion, etc. 

Early Childhood Curriculum Framework con’t…. 


