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The MHDCCA celebrated our  

Early Childhood Educators at a 

luncheon during our workshop 

with Dr. Jody Carrington.  Your 

work with young children is so 

valued.  Keep up the great work 

everyone! 
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Just look at these smiles! This is 2/3 of our team at College Child Development Centre. We strive to make every mo-

ment of what we do count, every day an important one, and every child to feel like a valued individual. We love what 

we do and we do what we love!! —Submitted by Shirley Simmons, Executive Director 



 
 

Every society, every culture, every family imagines child and childhood in its own way.  These images 

are evident all around us—in family stories, in books, on TV, movies, digital and social media, as well as 

toys and advertisements, and within school and child care services, and government policies. Images 

of children and childhood are expressed in phrases like “boys will be boys,” “children are our future,” 

and “the innocence of childhood.” 

Our image of the child affects everything 

we do with children.  It shapes our decision-

making about daily routines and experienc-

es of children’s care, play, learning, and 

development, as well as our interactions 

with each child and their family.  The image 

of the child is evident in the materials we 

provide, our organization of time and 

space, our participation in children’s en-

deavours, and the relationships between 

educators, children, and their families.  

The Early Learning and Child Care Curricu-

lum Framework for Alberta examines the 

image of the child quite closely.  During the 

pilot project work we did here in Medicine Hat, one local child care center spent time during their staff 

meeting talking about their images of the child and how it ties to their practice with children and fami-

lies.  The staff spent time creating collages to represent their image of the child.  As they shared their 

collages with the group, many interesting words were used to describe children.  For example, one 

group used the word “risk-takers”.  When asked how this tied to their practice with children, they 

brought up the example of allowing the children to climb up the slide.  When staff believe in children 

needing to take risks, they are more willing to allow space for this kind of activity.  It is important that 

children are able to test their own limits in safe, challenging ways. 

The Alberta curriculum framework for early learning and child care views the child as a mighty learner 

and citizen—strong, resourceful, and capable. This image affirms each child’s right to be listened to, to 

be treated with respect, and to participate in daily decisions that affect him or her.  This understanding 

of each child as a citizen and as a strong, resourceful, and capable learner shifts the intention of our 

interactions from “doing to” a child toward “participating with” each child.  This image of the child—a 

mighty learner and citizen—calls on us to continually re-examine our own practices, our interactions, 

and our assumptions about children, childhood, learning, and play. 

 

It just takes us to think about what we are doing with young children and whether or not it truly fits with 

an image of the child being strong, resourceful and capable.  Take some time to reflect on if you be-

lieve your interactions with children actually allow them to act in these ways.   

 

Coming Soon… A Practice of Relationships: Your Role as an Early Learning and Child Care Educator 

Many of the ideas in this article are quoted directly from: Makovichuk, L., Hewes, J., Lirette, P., & Thomas, N. (2014). 

Play, participation, and possibilities: An early learning and child care curriculum framework for Alberta. Retrieved 

from www.childcareframework.com 

Photo Courtesy of Little Children Day Homes, Brooks, AB 


