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Photo Courtesy of Little Explorers Preschool 

Art in the Park at Canada Day  

IF Cox Before & After School: Tammy Paulson 

Med. Hat Community Preschool: Lisa Burnett, Candice 

Nicol, Nicole Bianchi, Corrinn Curzon, Michelle May 

Med. Hat Early Childhood Coalition: Aide Hilsendeger, 

Dina Jubrek, Carol Ann Cross-Roen 

Monkey Business Day Homes: Bianca Milke 

Mother Nature’s Preschool: Jen Paul, Carissa Brace,  

Barb Bailey 

Les Joyeux Colibris:  

Suzan McElroy, Quinlan McElroy O’Driscoll 

 

Fresh Start To School Event 

IF Cox Before & After School:  

Tammy Paulson 

Mother Nature’s Preschool: Sandy Crane 



 
 

 

 

Why do the authors of the Curriculum Framework use the word “Mighty”?  They adopted this 

term to exemplify the learning potential of each child.  This learning potential can be made 

visible to children, families and ourselves as educa-

tors through reflecting on children’s dispositions to 

learn.  The dispositions to learn that are highlighted 

in the curriculum framework focus on the dimen-

sions of playing, seeking, participating, persisting 

and caring.  We can think of these dispositions as 

children’s inclinations.  In fact, children are often 

described using these inclinations.  For example, 

“He is so caring”, “They are playful friends to  

one another”.   

The following dispositions reflect the image of the child as a mighty learner and citizen: 

We are playing and playful: inventing, creating and imagining, testing theories, telling and di-

recting narratives and stories, exploring and representing our knowledge in a variety of ways, 

taking risks in/for learning. 

We are seeking: questioning, exploring with all our senses, wondering, curiousity, solving prob-

lems in our play and learning 

We are participating: engaging with others, listening to and sharing ideas, thoughts and feel-

ings, negotiating, taking turns and observing 

We are persisting: persevering with challenges, trying new strategies, asking for help, striving to 

reach our own goals 

We are caring: helping, caring about our families, one another and ourselves, caring for the 

world and living things 

 

How you interact with children and how the environment (time, space, materials and participa-

tion) is set up can nurture, strengthen, or 

diminish these dispositions.  A learning en-

vironment that provides for multiple ways 

for children to explore and create with 

open-ended materials and with others nur-

tures and strengthens these dispositions to 

learn.  In contrast, an environment that 

insists on children doing the same thing at 

the same time in the same way diminishes 

dispositions to learn.  It is important to mod-

el these dispositions yourself as an Educa-

tor.  It is also important to notice and name 

these dispositions as you see them.  Learn-

ing stories are a great way to document 

children’s play and identify which dispositions are being shown off! 
 

Coming Soon… Responsive Environments.  Many of the ideas in this article are quoted directly from:  

Makovichuk, L., Hewes, J., Lirette, P., & Thomas, N. (2014). Play, participation, and possibilities: An early learning 

and child care curriculum framework for Alberta.   Retrieved from www.childcareframework.com 

Dispositions to learn:  

 come from within each child and emerge over 

time 

 Can be nurtured, strengthened or diminished 

through educator’s daily interactions with children 

 Are drawn upon in both new and familiar learning 

experiences 

 Have culturally specific meanings and values 

revealed through family, social and cultural prac-

tices and traditions 

Monkey Business  

Day Home 


