
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEET OUR EARLY  
CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS 

We have a small team of 

smart, funny providers who 

make learning a “work of 

heart“ for the littles in their 

care every day! We have 

ladies with some experience 

in the child care field but 

new to being a provider. We 

also have a couple who 

have been providers for 5 

and 8 years respectively. Day 

home care involves long 

hours and little down time. 

These ladies handle it every 

day and we appreciate 

them so much for it!!   

Submitted by Anita Lepla, 

Day Home Coordinator 

College Child Care Society Family Day Homes 
Left to Right: Tanis, Tianna, Kelly and Darlene 

December 2018 In partnership with South Region Children’s Services 

COMMUNITY  

CONNECTIONS: 

TEAMPON  

CHALLENGE 
At our November meeting, the MHDCCA 

board challenged its members to  

participate in the Teampon challenge, 

purchasing feminine hygiene products for 

the food bank.  The MHDCCA itself  

purchased $100 of products to donate.  

We were excited to see this picture of our 

Vice Chair, Tammy Paulson dropping off 

the IF Cox Kindercare and Before & After 

School Care’s donation at the food bank!  

Way to go! 



   This article is the third in a series on creating responsive environments   

   in early learning and child care centers.   

 

 

  

 This time, we will look at MATERIALS.  Materials open up possibilities or limit possibilities for young children’s 

 care, play and learning.  Offering materials in a beautiful, thoughtful, clean way & using light & shadow to 

bring attention to the shapes, colours, or contrasts in the materials inspires the children’s participation.  Inviting chil-

dren to become familiar with materials— exploring, inventing, creating & changing— infuses the materials with their 

ideas, thoughts & feelings.  By observing & documenting or participating alongside the children’s encounter with the 

materials, you may get a glimpse of what children are thinking & feeling through the materials. 

  

A variety of materials, including purchased, natural, recycled objects & loose parts can inspire children’s creative 

sensibilities in diverse ways & supporting learning and understanding of family, social, & cultural practices & traditions.  

When selecting materials, consider whether they offer multiple ways for children to explore & use them in practical & 

imaginative ways.  Equally important is offering interesting & open-ended materials is the manner in which they are 

made accessible to the children. 

 

It is an art to find balance between too many & not enough materials, to organize materials so that children can see 

and access choices, and to present them in ways that intrigue children— provoking thinking & inviting manipulation. 

Are your materials for play & learn-

ing interesting for & reflective of this 

group of learners?  Are the materials 

respectful of family, social, & cultural  

practices & traditions? 

Can children access the  

materials independently & use them 

in a variety of ways?  Are  

materials presented in a thoughtful, 

clean, beautiful manner & respectful 

of the natural world? 

Do the materials invite children to 

engage in a wide range of learning 

experiences, independently & with 

others?  Can the children be crea-

tive, explore, & represent in mean-

ingful ways?  Can they  

create theories & solve problems? 

Do the materials & how you offer 

them invite children to explore ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings by inventing, 

creating, and/or changing the ma-

terials over time and with others? 
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