
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article is the second in a series on creating responsive environments  

in early learning and child care centers.  This time we will look at SPACE.   

 

Space for play, for alone time, for social play with others, and for focused  

opportunities to pursue an interest are important for children as learners  

and as citizens.  Through the organization of space, educators consider  

both familiar and novel play spaces that can ignite possibilities for  

children’s exploration, imagnination, creativity and decision-making.   

 

Consider how space is organized and designed: 

 

 How do the spaces you create for/with children reflect 

who they are as learners and citizens? 

 How do the spaces you create for/with children nurture 

their playfulness, seeking, participating, persisting and 

caring dispositions to learn, in familiar and novel ways? 

 How can each child see his or her family and self in the 

playroom space? 

 How do you create spaces for/with children, as  

       individuals and group members, including both healthy      

       and flexible indoor and outdoor spaces?  Do they inspire  

       imagination and possibilities? 

 How do your playroom spaces support children, families, 

and educators to share time together or be alone as they 

wish? 

 

Coming Soon… More on Responsive Environments.   

Many of the ideas in this article are quoted directly from: Makovichuk, L., 

Hewes, J., Lirette, P., & Thomas, N. (2014). Play, participation, and possibilities: 

An early learning and child care curriculum framework for Alberta.    

Retrieved from www.childcareframework.com 
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MANY THANKS TO 

THE MHDCCA  
VOLUNTEERS  

FOR THE  
MEDICINE HAT 

COLLEGE JOB FAIR 

OCT. 17, 2018 
 

YMCA Child Care 
Sandra Warkentin 

 
Mother Nature’s 

Preschool 
Sherry Jean  
Sandy Crane 

 

One of our long time members, the 

Director of the College Child  

Development Centre, Shirley, has her 

portrait painted by one of the young 

children in her program. 



MEET OUR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS 

Nature’s Way Learning Centre 

How long have you worked with children? 15 years 

What I’m reading now: Daily Self-Discipline by Martin Meadows 

Proudest Accomplishments: Day my child was born (January 

2013), starting Nature’s Way Learning Centre (January 2010) and 

building my own daycare (September 2017). 

Future Goals: Open a second location, travel, educate young 

minds 

 

How long have you worked with children?  30 years 

Why didn’t someone tell me: I have to grow up.  I want to be a 

kid all of my life. 

Favourite Children’s Book: The Little Engine That Could 

Proudest Accomplishment: With the help of parents, kids, and 

staff we were able to have an oven built in Haiti.  Now 78  

children get a muffin every day in school. 

 

 

How long have you worked with children?  I started working with 

children as a licensed teacher in the Philippines in 1993.  I taught 

for 15 years in a formal classroom setting.  In daycare centers, I 

started part time in November 2016 and full time in March 2017.  

So, it’s almost 2 years now. 

Words of Inspiration: I always have had a passion for kids and ed-

ucating young minds.  I believe that we, as teachers, have the 

best opportunities to influence our kids.  We want to help them 

maximize their skills and abilities to be the best they can be.  We 

are shaping tomorrow’s hope and pillars of this nation through 

our kids. 

 

How long have you worked with children?  5 years 

Favourite Children’s Book: The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein 

What I’m Reading Now: All is not forgotten by Wendy Walker 

How I Take Care of Myself: A walk every morning with my audio-

books and walks every evening with my fiancée 

Words of Inspiration: Every day may not a be a good day but 

there is good in every day. 

 

 

Dorian 

Debbie 

Edgardo 

Shelby 


