
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January  2019 In partnership with South Region Children’s Services 

 

Visit the Medicine 

Hat & District Child 

Care Association 

Website to register! 

 

www.mhdcca.com 

We hope you will join us at the MHDCCA’s 3rd Early Learning and 

Child Care Conference at the Medicine Hat College.  This is an ex-

citing time for us as we will be celebrating 30 years of supporting the 

child care community in Southeast Alberta.  All of the topics for the 

sessions were selected by the conference committee with a theme 

of trends in early learning in mind.  This means you will be learning 

lots that will help you in your daily practice with young children.  In 

addition to all of the great sessions you can learn from, we will be 

hosting an Early Years Resource Fair with vendors and organizations 

that sell items or provide services to families and Educators.  At 

lunch, the cafeteria will be transformed into an elegant dining 

space that will help us show our appreciation to all the Educators 

and Directors who are a part of our organization.  We will have a 

30th Anniversary Themed Door Prize Draw where 30 lucky Educators 

will receive a gift to take home!  This is going to be a very special 

event and we are so lucky to be able to provide this to you right 

here in Medicine Hat.  If anyone would like to volunteer to help with 

set up on Friday afternoon at 4 p.m., please contact our Coordina-

tor, Jennifer at mjusher@telus.net.  We would love for you to help 

out! 



    This article is the fourth in a series on creating responsive environments 

     in early learning and child care centers.   

 

Participation of educators, children and families is central to a practice of relationships and is re-

vealed through the early childhood environment.  Do you value the contributions of family, social 

and cultural practices and traditions and also the many ways that children participate with materials 

and others?  Think about how participants are able to contribute openly and how they may be si-

lenced.  Consider your participation and that of others: 

 

Who are you in the early learning and child care community? 

 

How do you recognize each child and his or her family within the time, space and materi-

als? 

 

How do you help to create opportunities for families and children to participate in decisions 

that concern them?  How do you listen and attend to families and children when they  

    participate? 

 

How does the environment you have created nurture children as learners, risk takers and 

citizens? 

 

How does the environment communicate value for each family’s social and cultural prac-

tices and traditions?  In what ways are family, social, and cultural practices and traditions 

reflected in the routines of the day?... In the child’s play and learning materials? 

 

How do you recognize and value children’s families’ personal rituals within daily routines? 

 

How do your decisions, participation and communicative practices invite children, their 

families, and friends to become active participants within this community? 

 

The infant and preschool programs of Reggio, Emilia, Italy refer to the environment as the third teach-

er.  This philosophy considers how time, space, materials and participation are influential elements in 

children’s learning and citizenship.  The environment is not a substitute for you; rather, the environment 

is a reflection of who you are in relationship with the children– as mighty learners and citizens– and 

their families.   
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