
Keynote: 9:30-11:00 Educating citizens through play
Tom speaks about how children’s play brings the habits and principles of 
democracy into ‘early years’ classrooms. He will begin by discussing the 
purpose of education in democratic societies and how and why we 
have managed to veer so far from the original intent, which is to educate 
citizens capable of contributing to the grand experiment of 
self-governance. In this full-throated support for play-based education, 
he details through his illustrative classroom stories and examples exactly 
how his curriculum works. Participants will learn the benefits of 
introducing these playful principles to their own students, the hallmarks of 
what makes a good citizen both in a classroom as well as a democracy, 
the traits and habits required for self-governance, and practical tips on 
how to implement these ideas in their own classrooms. It is an inspiring, 
often touching, often hilarious, and always eye-opening and 
empowering presentation.
 
Brunch (Provided) 11:00-12:00
 
Speaking with children so they can think 12:00-1:30
In a very real sense, the language we use creates reality. Tom speaks on 
how the specific words we use, and how and when we use them, shapes 
reality for our students for both good and bad. Participants will have the 
opportunity to learn about the importance of: being clear and precise 
with language; honoring children without commanding or bossing them; 
using words to create a world of facts and intrinsic motivation; creating 
space in which children must do their own thinking and make their own 
decisions; and supporting children as they learn from the natural 
consequences of their behaviors.
 
Wellness Break  (Snack/Walk) 1:30-2:00
 
The education instinct 2:00-3:30
Tom speaks about the meaning of education for the human beings and 
how we have evolved as the animal whose survival is most reliant upon 
passing along the accumulated knowledge and achievements of prior 
generations. While education has always been a core human activity, 
schools are a relatively recent phenomenon. Tom will discuss how 
traditional schools fail to take into account the realities of our drive to 
educate ourselves, and often wind up perverting and squelching this 
adaptive instinct. Participants will learn the benefits of designing 
curricula that takes advantage of the education instinct as well as 
practical ideas for how to implement these ideas in their own classrooms.

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPEAKER:

TEACHER TOM

FEBRUARY 8, 2020
Medicine Hat College Theatre
Thomas “Teacher Tom” Hobson is a preschool teacher, 
education blogger, public speaker, and author. Over 
the course of the past 16 years, Tom has been 
responsible for the development and execution of the 
progressive, play-based curriculum that has become 
the calling card for Woodland Park, a thriving 
cooperative preschool serving some 85 families per 
year. Tom works closely with both students and their 
parents, helping to lay the groundwork for social and 
academic success. Under Tom’s guidance and 
leadership, the school has come to be recognized as a 
premier example of self-directed preschool learning, 
attracting visitors from across the country and around 
the world to observe and study his methods. Tom has 
published over 3000 education-related posts to his 
namesake blog. Over 7 million readers from all over the 
globe have read his work and he is today averaging 
around 200,000 readers per month. His almost daily 
writing forms the backbone of his reflective practice as 
a teacher, covering a wide range of education topics: 
curricular, pedagogical, practical, philosophical, and 
societal.  Based upon the popularity of the Teacher Tom 
blog, Tom has become a sought-after public speaker 
for audiences of early childhood educators and 
parents at conferences and trainings around the world, 
including the UK, Greece, Iceland, Vietnam, Canada, 
China, Australia, New Zealand, and across the US.
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Registration Form Cash or cheque only.  No credit cards or Etransfers accepted.
Mail or drop off registration form and cheque/cash to:
MHDCCA
Bay 3-749 14th St SW
Medicine Hat, AB  T1A 4V8

    MHDCCA Member $25      Non-Member $50
    Registration deadline is January 24, 2020
    For multiple registrations, please attach list of attendees.
    No refunds will be given
For more information, please contact Jennifer Usher, Coordinator
Phone: 403-977-8120 Email: mjusher@telus.net


